FRANKLIN ACADEMY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE: November 8, 2021
TIME: 5:00
LOCATION: Board meeting – 648 Flaherty Ave. Wake Forest, high school campus
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Bob Luddy Rick Eddins
Bill Francis Judy Nunnenkamp Al Merritt

Call to order
The Meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm. The board reviewed the minutes and there were no questions. Rick Eddins
motioned that they be approved. Judy Nunnenkamp seconded the motion. Minutes from the October 2021 meeting were
approved unanimously.

Agenda items
ITBS Test Scores – Denise Kent
Board members were given handouts of scores prior to the meeting
Due to limited in-person learning days we were unable to administer IOWA testing last year. This year, Denise Kent shared
IOWA scores. The average growth for our students in 2 years is 2 years 5months on the IOWA. This score is slightly down.
We usually see one year and 4 months per year on this test. These results show us dropping about 3 months. Overall,
considering all interruptions, these scores bode well for us. There are some learning losses noted that need to be addressed
and are working on them K – 12.

ITBS vs iReady – Amy Daniels
A copy of the current policy was sent to all board members prior to the meeting to read over and sign noting it was received.
This assessment was given to all K-8. The iReady assessments have been given since 2015 at Franklin Academy for both, Math
and Reading. This is a unique test that is computer-based. As students answer questions correctly, more challenging questions are
given to the student. If students answer questions incorrectly, the following questions are backed down a level. This provides
educators to see exactly where a student is in Math or Reading. This test is administered in August, January, and April. Scores
resulted in 60% - 70% of our students received mastery levels which is in-line with the IOWA scores. While IOWA scores are
once per year, the iReady assessments are 3 times per year, which gives a much better picture of where a student is performing
academically. There are also “domains” or sub categories where teachers can look at to have a better idea of where to focus.
These scores are very indicative of how students will perform in End of Grade tests. Perhaps in the future, we may want to ask if
the board would be interested in transitioning from the IOWAS totally to iReady in the future.

Approval of Local Face Covering Policy – Denise Kent
Per the Senate Bill 654 we need to review our mask policy monthly.
Currently, Covid-19 numbers are significantly down. In addition, 5-7-year-olds are now able to be vaccinated, which was a
concern for parents. The only issue that was noted if the mask mandate is not continued is that we would still have to

quarantine those exposed. The mask does allow us to circumvent quarantining, which has been a true blessing. The number
of students quarantined is substantially smaller due to the mask mandate. If masking is optional, teachers will need to check
masks throughout the day to insure we are aware of who needs to be quarantined if a student tests positive. We are still
having to follow the Strong Schools Guide.
~Bob Luddy motioned to continue the current mask mandate until the end of January. Bill Francis seconded the motion.
The motion was unanimously approved.

Questions and Comments for the Board – Open to the Floor
Parents shared their concerns with the current mask mandate. The consensus of parents present at the meeting, was to allow
parents to choose whether to mask their children or not. All parents present were given the opportunity to voice their
concerns individually and the board had a chance to address their concerns and answer questions.
The board also commended the work of teachers and staff for their flexibility throughout the changes brought on by Covid
-19 mandates and restrictions.

Adjournment - No further questions – Meeting adjourned at 5:37pm

