FRANKLIN ACADEMY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE: February 7, 2022
TIME: 5:00 pm
LOCATION: Board meeting – via “ZOOM”
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Bob Luddy Rick Eddins
Bill Francis Judy Nunnenkamp Al Merritt

Call to order
The Meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm. The board reviewed the minutes and there were no questions. Judy
Nunnenkamp motioned that they be approved. Al Merritt seconded the motion. Minutes from the October 2021 meeting
were approved unanimously.

Agenda items
ITBS Recommendation for MS – Denise Kent
At the last board meeting we provided information about the i-Ready testing and how it is used K-8. The board
asked that Ms. Kent provide a recommendation on IBTS (IOWA) and i-Ready for middle school for next year.
Data from the i-Ready is more tangible and applicable to drive instruction and curriculum focus on the important
areas for math and reading grades 6-8. Performance on the i-Ready aligns more congruently with performance
we see on EOGs and EOCs. The IOWA is administered over 5 school days losing approximately 3 days of
classroom instruction. The i-Ready is administered 3 times a school year interrupting cumulatively one
instructional day total. Ms. Kent recommended we use the IOWA and i-Ready for grades K-5 to drive program
implementation and effectiveness of our instruction and just the i-Ready from grades 6-8.

Charter School Performance Framework – Denise Kent
This is an annual monitoring framework completed by DPI on our school performance in regard to Operations,
finance and Academic outcomes. There are 21 criteria under Operations- which includes compliance with federal
programs, board policy and meetings, inspections, teacher licensure, background checks, etc. We were found
compliant on 18 of the 21 applicable criteria. Of those, 3 criteria do not apply to our school. There were no
issues of financial compliance noted and Academic Outcomes were not measured by DPI, at this time.

High School Graduation Recognition
NC DPI has recognized our school and staff for achieving commendable graduation results with the Class of
2021. Our graduation rate was noted as outstanding with 98.3% of our seniors graduating on time in 4 years.

Approval of Local Face Covering Policy – Denise Kent
Per the Senate Bill 654 we need to review our mask policy monthly.
Currently, Covid-19 numbers are significantly down. In addition, 5-7-year-olds are now able to be vaccinated, which was a
concern for parents. The only issue that was noted if the mask mandate is not continued is that we would still have to
quarantine those exposed. The mask does allow us to circumvent quarantining, which has been a true blessing. The number
of students quarantined is substantially smaller due to the mask mandate. If masking is optional, teachers will need to check
masks throughout the day to insure we are aware of who needs to be quarantined if a student tests positive. We are still
having to follow the Strong Schools Guide.

To date, we have no documented spread of Covid-19 at school nor has our school been identified as a cluster
school with Covid-19. We are currently implementing:
•
•
•
•
•

mandatory face covering for all staff and students -school and sports
no visitors in our buildings
no in-person meetings
no use of microwaves for students
limited large group activities indoors

Ms. Kent recommend we move to optional face coverings for school and sports for students and
staff. This will increase the number of students and staff that will need to be quarantined and
excluded from school due to requirements of the Strong Schools Guide. The Strong Schools
guide provides recommendations, as well as requirements of schools. The statutory
requirements of our school include, reporting suspected or confirmed cases to the health
department and exclusion from school for certain exposures. If this goes well, Ms. Kent asked
that the board review other mitigation methods next month, along with the face covering vote.
~Bob Luddy motioned that masks be optional for teachers, students and staff, beginning Wednesday February 9, 2022. Bill
Francis seconded the motion. .to continue the current mask mandate until the end of January. Bill Francis seconded the
motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

Adjournment - No further questions – Meeting adjourned at 5:11pm

