FRANKLIN ACADEMY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE: August 2, 2021
TIME: 5:00
LOCATION: Board meeting – via “ZOOM”
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Bob Luddy Rick Eddins
Bill Francis Judy Nunnenkamp



Call to order
The Meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm. The board reviewed the minutes and there were no questions. Judy
Nunnenkamp motioned that they be approved. Rick Eddins seconded the motion. Minutes were approved unanimously.

Agenda items
Approval of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act – Denise Kent
Prior to the meeting, this dispute resolution policy was sent to board members to review.

Per federal law we have a homeless assistance act in place. We do have the McKinney-Vento Act in place, with two
liaisons designated at our school. Both social workers, Ms. Batten and Ms. Magen would complete the intake of any
families that have noted homeless housing instability, transient housing, or homeless. Along with this federal law, we also
have to have a dispute resolution procedure, which was provided prior to the meeting for review. This policy is word for
word, federal law. Included in this policy is a step by step process, in addition, a dispute form for parents if they are
considered homeless under McKinney-Vento and have an issue with a decision that is made based on their homeless status.
We need to review and approve this policy.
Questions:
Bill Francis: When does this come into play? Particularly a dispute between two parents?
Reply: Denise Kent: No. This would be a dispute between the parents and the school in particular. The federal law expects
that parents and schools try to work out any disputes at a local level. For example: If we have a family that is considered
homeless, our social workers complete an intake form under McKinney-Vento and decide what they need. Whether it’s
housing, food, clothing…we then connect them with community resources to include transportation, whatever decision and
assistance we would offer, parents can dispute. Mainly, we would see disputes not at our school, but larger, traditional
schools would see disputes. Unfortunately, at times you will have families that claim they have insecure housing to get into
a particular school system and under McKinney-Vento. If resolution at a local level is not found, it will go to a State
McKinney-Vento representative. We have had very few families that would qualify for McKinney-Vento and the ones we
have had our social workers have done a great job of connecting them to local resources and securing housing for them and
providing opportunities to get food and covering lunches.
~ Judy Nunnenkamp motioned that the McKinney-Vento Homeless assistance Act be accepted as presented. Rick Eddins
seconded the motion. The policy was unanimously approved.

Covid-19 case updates – Denise Kent
Currently, we have a Covid-19 dashboard that we share with our staff and families. We currently have eleven active cases.
Of those eleven, nine of them are from K-8 and two are from the high school. From the eleven active cases (K-12), eight of
those are siblings. All the eleven cases we have at school were from unmasked students at school. We started the school
year with a pretty loose mask exemption policy by Google form that parents could fill out stating that their child had a
medical, behavioral, or health condition precluding the use of the mask. Unfortunately, after the first week of school we
were notified of two positive cases over the weekend. Based on the Strong Schools Tool Kit, we had to not only contact

trace and quarantine students who were within six feet and more than 15 minutes of the Covid-19 positive student, we had
to also denote who was and was not wearing a mask. It was almost impossible to keep up with who was and was not
wearing a mask due to the daily changes. Ironically, three of the students that tested positive for Covid-19, were supposedly
wearing a mask according to the parent, but we have video footage at school showing they were not wearing the mask. So,
we tightened up our mask exemption form and notified all parents on Monday of last week regarding the changes in mask
exemptions. We were now asking for documentation supporting their reason for the mask exemption. A large majority of
parents looking for mask exemption were those that were in person all last year and whose children wore a mask all school
year. Looking at the new guidance implemented last week, as of today, we have approximately, 2.5 % of our K-2 students
with mask exemptions that has been validated, at FA3 & 4, we have 4.7% of our students that have applied for a mask
exemption and then at FA5 we have 15% that have applied for the exemption. One note…we are also providing a mask
exemption for vaccinations as well. One thing that we hope our board members and parents recognize is that the pandemic
or SCAM-demic, however parents want to view this, is an ever-moving concept. If you look at the Strong Schools Tool Kit,
since we started school, this kit has been updated 3 times. That is merely three weeks. Constant changes in requirements,
guidance, and expectations. The main reason we decided to tighten up the mask exemption is because we are trying to offer
in-person learning. We are not offering virtual academy this year. Many schools are not. One of the ways of getting out of
quarantining if exposed, is if both the Covid-19 positive student is wearing a mask and the other student exposed is wearing
a mask, the exposed student can be excused from quarantining based on the guide that the Health Dept. put out.
Unfortunately, schools are being mandated to police public health. I understand there is passionate opinions on both sides,
we are trying to find that best way to keep kids in school, learning in person. One important thing to note is that 90% of our
staff is fully vaccinated. We offered staff as we did students the opportunity to have documented exemptions. Of the 90%
of vaccinated staff, about 90% continue to wear masks all day, every day.
Questions:
Judy Nunnenkamp: When quarantined, and no virtual academy, are students just left with making up the work?
Reply: Denise Kent: Although we are not offering a virtual academy, if you are quarantined at the high school, students are
given ZOOM links and can ZOOM into the class virtually. If you are in K-8, you are uploading videos of lessons pertinent
to the day’s lessons through Google classroom. We are not offering a separate virtual option to sign up and not attend inperson school at all.

Adjournment

- No further questions – Meeting adjourned at 5:11pm

