FRANKLIN ACADEMY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
DATE: September 9, 2019
TIME: 5:00
LOCATION: Board meeting – via “ZOOM”
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Bob Luddy Rick Eddins Al Merritt
Bill Francis Judy Nunnenkamp
Call to order
The Meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm. The board reviewed the minutes and there were no questions. Judy
Nunnenkamp motioned that they be approved and Al Merritt seconded the motion. Minutes were approved unanimously.

Agenda items
Test Scores (2018-19) – Denise Kent
~Ms. Kent sent out all handouts, charts, and scores to all in attendance prior to the meeting.
Last year we used the new form of the IOWA test. We recently administered 1st through 8th grades. Our composite score,
which is all of the sub-tests combined, our students faired equitably and close to how they performed last year. Gaining on
average 1 year and 6 1/2 months of growth. The English and Math sub tests showed a little slippage at 1 year and 4 ½
months per academic year of growth from a previous 1 year and 6 1/2 months. A couple of things that could be taken into
consideration would be, that our children are coming in at lower rates every year. Although our teachers do a great job, the
student struggles presented are numerous and are becoming more difficult to remedy. Along with that, we are looking to
address any holes in the curriculum that may address these challenges and will help us to align. Along with the IOWA
scores sent out to all, we also included a letter grade of an “A” earned by Franklin Academy. We have been recognized as
one of the top 119 performing schools in North Carolina out of 2,500. We met and exceeded our growth standard we also
met and exceeded our performance standards. Our growth went from 82% to 86%. This puts us in the top 5% of North
Carolina schools.

Overview of STEM, Arts and Trades Electives at Middle School – Denise Kent
~Overviews of all electives were handed out prior to the meeting to all participants. A summary of electives offered at the
middle school are currently, Forensics, Graphic Design, and Robotics. We also offer an Industrial Arts class. All within the
STEM offerings here at the school. Looking at trades, languages, and Art, Franklin Academy offers courses such as
Archery, Band, Chorus, Dance, French, and Spanish. We also have a World Languages elective to choose from. To
continue, we offer a Leadership elective for our students to develop leadership skills in 8th grade. These students work with
younger students in our 3rd grade. Mock Trial and Arts electives ranging from Musical Theater to Set Design. Most popular
in our student body is our outdoor elective of Outdoor Adventurers/Survival class. This class offers the opportunity to go
camping, make rations, and even build a fire. Lastly, are our sports electives which includes, Personal Fitness and Sports
Skills which get the kids moving and gets them almost 50 minutes of physical activity per day each semester.
Questions:
Q. Judy Nunnenkamp- Who teaches these classes? Are they in the community or our teachers?
A. Denise Kent- All our classes are taught by our faculty.
Q. Bill Francis- What is the minimum to average enrollment to offer these electives?
A. Denise Kent- Depends on the elective. Archery for example, we are only looking to take 12 to 15 students for safety
reasons. Above all we consider safety and liability issues per class/elective to be able to offer electives to students that
provides them a taste of a language or a trade or a sport is important in broadening their potential interests.

Overview of STEM Electives at High School – MaryJo Sullivan
~Overviews of all electives were handed out prior to the meeting to all participants.
Currently, the high school offers a wide variety of courses that fall into the STEM category. Between Math, Science,
Technology and some related electives, competing clubs, and Honor Societies. For the upcoming school year, we are
pairing up with Wake Tech to offer classes through their CCP Plan. This will allow us to have more variety in the STEM
area as well as, in the Career Prep area for students that are interested in completing certifications or in classes in areas
that don’t require a four-year college, but are more trade based. Also, for students that are interested in a 4-year
college/university, through this Wake Tech partnership, they will be able to complete more intensive labs in the sciences on
the Wake Tech campus. In addition, we are opening an Engineering and Technology Pathways Program for the coming
school year. This will provide additional electives in both Engineering and/or Technologies fields. Students will begin at a
level one and work their way up to a level three. This will give students the opportunity to engage in the field and become
more knowledgeable to start picking their courses in a way that will support them in their post-secondary goals.
Denise Kent: One more important note to add is that one of the reasons our test scores remain strong is due to the support
of our board and the consistency we have received as a school.

Adjournment
No further questions – Meeting adjourned at 5:16pm

